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Know Your Rights as a U.S. Citizen:

Do I have to show ID as a pedestrian, passenger
 in a car (not the driver), at my home, or 

at the airport for a domestic flight?

1. Police need individualized reasonable articulable suspicion of a violation of the 
law to stop you at all, even briefly.1 To protect your rights, ask them, on camera, 
as soon as they stop you, “What is the reason you are detaining me?”

1. You don’t have to show any papers.2

2. You have the right to remain silent.3 (In some states, but not others, you might 
have to identify yourself verbally, if you are legally stopped based on reasonable 
suspicion, but you don’t have to say anything else or show any papers.)

3. You may not be arrested merely for failure or refusal to have or show ID.4

4. You may not be arrested or detained more than “briefly” without probable cause 
to believe that you have committed a specific crime.5

5. You don’t have to let ICE agents or any other law enforcement officers into your 
home or any private premises without a warrant issued by a judge.6

6. You have the right to film and record law enforcement officers.7
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