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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Privacy Office
Director, Disclosure & FOIA
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Washington, D.C. 20528-0655

(by Express Mail and by e-mail to foia@hq.dhs.gov)

 FOIA REQUEST
Fee benefit requested
Fee waiver requested

Dear FOIA Officer:

This is a request pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552.

On  July 21, 2010, the Associated Press published an article by Ted Brindis entitled, 
“A Political Filter for Info requests”, a copy of which is attached.

According to that article, “For at least a year, the Homeland Security Department detoured 
hundreds of requests for federal records to senior political advisers for highly unusual scrutiny, probing 
for information about the requesters and delaying disclosures deemed too politically sensitive, 
according to nearly 1,000 pages of internal e-mails obtained by The Associated Press.... AP obtained 
the 995 e-mails under FOIA after a seven-month disagreement resolved by the Office of Government 
Information Services, a new independent U.S. agency that mediates disputes over access to federal 
documents. The AP's request for the Homeland Security e-mails was itself submitted for review by the 
political advisers.”

We request access to and copies of the 995 e-mail messages described in this article, and which 
were provided to the AP.

As a representative of the news media we are only required to pay for the direct cost of 
duplication after the first 100 pages. Through this request, we are gathering information on DHS 
transparency and compliance with FOIA that is already the subject of extensive news coverage. 
Although the documents provided by DHS to the AP have been the subject of reporting and public 
discussion, the documents themselves have not been made public, so it is impossible for other news 
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media organizations and FOIA requesters, such as ourselves, to know whether our requests(s) were 
among those subjected to review or delayed by referral to by DHS or other executive branch political 
commissars. This information is being sought on behalf of The Identity Project (“IDP”).  IDP provides 
advice, assistance, publicity, and legal defense to those who find their rights infringed or their 
legitimate activities curtailed by demands for identification, and builds public awareness about the 
effects of ID requirements on fundamental rights. IDP is a program of the First Amendment Project, a 
nonprofit organization providing legal and educational resources dedicated to protecting and promoting 
First Amendment rights.

One of the principal activities of IDP is publication of the informational and educational Web 
site at <http://www.papersPlease.org>, where we have published documents obtained in response to our 
previous FOIA requests for dissemination to the general public.

Please waive any applicable fees. Release of the information is in the public interest because it 
will contribute significantly to public understanding of government operations and activities. The 
records we are requesting clearly relate to government operations and activities. It is in the public 
interest for the public to know exactly which FOIA requests have been subjected to political review or 
delay. The Identity Project is a nonprofit organization with no commercial interest in this information. 
Should our request for a total waiver of fees be denied, we agree to pay up to $100 in duplication fees.

This information will be made available to the public. Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 3506(d)(4)(b), 
neither the DHS nor any agency may, “except where specifically authorized by statute ... restrict or 
regulate the use, resale, or redissemination of public information by the public.”  The FOIA statute does 
not authorize any such restriction on the use or reddisemination of information released pursuant to 
FOIA, and we intend to exercise fully our rights to use and public redissemination, for public nonprofit 
benefit, through our Web site, of any records released in response to this request.

If our request is denied in whole or part, we ask that you justify all deletions by reference to 
specific exemptions of the act. We will also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise 
exempt material. We, of course, reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information 
or to deny a waiver of fees. 

Please respond as soon as possible (including by e-mail, since this request is being submitted 
by e-mail) to confirm your receipt of this request. We look forward to your complete reply within 20 
business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

 

Edward Hasbrouck
Consultant on travel-related issues

The Identity Project
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